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On Sept. 15, artist, model and student Michael Stewart left the Pyramid 
Club in Manhattan's Lower East Side and headed for the First Avenue 
and 14th Street subway station to catch the L train back home to 
Clinton Hill, Brooklyn. 
 
As he waited for the train the 25-year-old, whose friends described 
him as slender & effeminate, allegedly pulled out a marker and began 
scrawling graffiti on the wall.  
 
Officer John Kostick, a transit police officer, arrested Michael Stewart. 
Graffiti is a crime and is considered an act of vandalism in New York 
City.  
 
The events that followed are not entirely clear, but at 3:20 a.m., he 
arrived at Bellevue Hospital in police custody, hog tied and badly 
bruised, with no pulse. Hospital staff managed to get him breathing 
again, but they couldn't bring him out of a coma.  
 
Thirteen days later, he died in his hospital bed, 
 
The six transit police officers charged in the death of Michael Stewart, 
were acquitted of all charges yesterday before an emotional crowd in 
State Supreme Court in Manhattan. 
 
The six officers were white 
 
Michael Stewart was black 
 
The year was 1983.  
 

RACE, POWER, PRIVILEGE  
AND 
BLACK LIFE IN AMERICA 

A FAMILAR TALE OF   

#BLACKLIVESMATTER 

WHERE TO BEGIN ?!?! 

TEACHING TIPS & SUGGESTIONS 

 
1. BREATHE! You got this!   
2. Create a safe space by discussing the assumptions and meaning 

of “safety” when discussing topics like race, power, privilege & 
black life in America.  

3. Define your learning space as a place to take risk, to express 
emotions, unlearn, learn and aim to be rigorous.  

4. Speaking about such topics can place us in a vulnerable space. 
Therefore be aware of your boundaries and take care of yourself 

5. Prepare learning opportunities for students to become familiar of 
NYC in the 1980’s, Jean Michel Basquiat and Keith Haring.  

UNIT/LESSON EXTENSIONS 
Art as Tribute: Giving honor and acknowledgement  

Art as Activism: Advocating for social justice & change 

Art as Memory: documenting current events, social injustice & shifts  

Art as Healer: practicing self-care and finding emotional release  

Art as Narrative: telling the stories that need to be told  

  

NOTES 

This booklet was created, written & designed by artist and educator Tiffany Lenoi Jones of 
TLCbyTLJ.com for Teaching Art Today: #BlackLivesMatter Teach In.  
Special thanks for the Art Education Department of City College, the New Museum, and YOU! 
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Defacement (The Death of Michael Stewart), 1983 

 
Micheal Stewart – USA for Africa, 1985 

 

	  

RACE, POWER, PRIVILEGE  
AND 
BLACK LIFE IN AMERICA 

“It could have been me, It could have been me” 

#BLACKLIVESMATTER 

- Jean Michel Basquiat 

AN ARTISTIC RESPONSE  
Key Points 

1. Jean Michel Basquiat & Keith Haring knew Michael Stewart 
2. Basquiat & Haring created artworks in response to death of 

Michael Stewart 
3. Basquiat & Haring were graffiti artists who became apart of the  

1980’s elite art scene 
4. Basquiat and Haring expressed their concerns for injustices 

and a need for social change through their artwork 
 

MY RESPONSE   

Continually dismissed, but in their minds they 
will never forget. They know they killed him. 
 

- Keith Haring 


